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Medical education in Chins hes undergone a series of significant changes since
the Communists have gained control of the country. I consider the most important
changes to be:

e, Consolidation of medical education facilitles,
b, Chinese language inatructiecn, and
¢. Bpecielized intensive training.

It sppears that for medical education the People's Republic of Chins has been
divided into five districts by the Communists: Central, Northeast, Northwest,;
Southeast and Bouthwest. Fach district hes its own sdministration for medlcal
education, evidently subservient to the educaticnal administration en Ploc. A
number of medical schools have been combined with others ensbliag them to con-
centrate thelr meager lsboratory facilities and faculties,

Chekiang Frovincial Medical College, Hangehow, has been closed snd its resourcea
turned over +o the Nationsl Chekiang University in Eangchov. Hopeh Provincial
College of Medicine, Paoting, is no longer functioning. Peking Union Medical
College, Peking, was closed for a while in 1550 and 1951 and used for a military
hospital but I believe thet it is agein functioning as & medical training insti-
tution. The resources of Netionsl Kisngsu Medical College, Chimnkispg, have been
transferred to Netionsl Central University, Nanking. It is believed that the
resources of Mukder Medical College, Mukden, have been transferred to Naticnal
Shenyang Medical Tollege, . Mukden. The following medical schools are believed
to have been closed: Bupeh Provincial Medical College, Wuchang; Nationel Chunge
Gheng Medical College, Nencheng, Kiangsi; Medical College of Nantung University,
Nantung, Kiangsu; end Tungteh Medical Academy, Shanghai.

Great efforts are being made o eliminete the English language from Chinese
universities., With respect to medical education the Cheeloo translations ere
being used as & starting point. The Cheeloc trasnslaticns are some basic trans-
lations of medical texts made about 1925 by some missionaries at Cheelco Univer-
eity (Shantung Christian) Tsinan, Shantung. They are not good. I would say
that they are only about 80% sound, Eowever, they furnish a frm:vork for
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further translations. I do not know of any concentrated group of transletors.

T would imagine that the work would be dshributed awng capetent txerslatove wiersver:
they may be located. I do not believe that Chinese language instruction will
decrease the sbility of the medical personnel being trained. When one considers
the fact that the Communists are training speclaliste in short pericds of tme,

I believe that the gain in time by eliminating the necessity for learning English
more than compensates for the losses due to poor translations or lack of text
material in the Chinese langusge.

" The Communists have sdopted the idee that since there are large numbers of stu-

dents available, it is better to train specialists in the medical profession
rather than %o follow the traditionsl ides of spending six to eight years train-
ing physicisns and surgeons who are equipped to handle virtually every type of
medical problem and later developing specialista fromtlese. Specificelly, walsr-
iologiets are being trsined in & six-monih course &t a rate of four thousand per
yesr., They are then sent out in teams. The tesms are equipped for mcequito
control, disgnosis, preventive medicine, public health education with respect to
maleris and treatment of those suffering from malaria. EHigh school grsdustes axre
being trained for this work.

Likewise, surgecns sre being treined in two years. Each has his specialty. Bome
sre being trained to perform appendectomies and nothing else.

T would consider the biggest health problem in China to be tuberculosis. Great
nurbers of pacple suffer from the disesss. Even 1n peacetine soldiers were not
screened for tuberculosis, and it was mot uncommon to find high ranking non-con-
missioned and commissioned officers with sdvanced cases of the disesse. T do not
kuow of any effort being taken by the Communist government tb combat or control
tuberculosis, L

Amoebic dysentery snd diarrhes have evidently become of great concern to the
Communists. I understend they are training teams to inform their soldiers sbout
these diseases snd to treat them. :

0f course, continued production of large numbers of highly specialized medicel

technicisns will eventually result in an oversupply in any given field. While

this 1s pure speculation, it is not impossidble thet the Communists are planning
for & day when Communism will spresd throughout Asim and these specialists can

be used to good sdvantage as good-will axbasssdors of public health in scquired
territories.

- end -
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